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LETTER FROM COURT

valuable aquisitions we have made from them, which is .an invasion of these
His Majesty's kingdom. The preparations to prevent the same as well as to
annoy them in every accessible quarter has found so full an employ both for
His Majesty's naval and land forces that it is found extremely difficult to
raise a sufficient number of men to encrease and recruit both and the latter in
particular, where many are yet wanting for the respective corps, notwithstanding
every practicable method is used for the purpose.

14.    It obviously follows that the Company must be greatly at a loss to raise
recruits for Fort William and our other settlements.   However, you may be
assured we are using our utmost endeavours to raise in England, Scotland and
Ireland as many as our ships can conveniently carry, and if being indefatigable
in so interesting and material a measure can promise success, we flatter our-
selves with meeting it.

15.   The gentlemen who compose the Secret Committee this season are
Peter Godfrey Esqre, Chairman of the Court of Directors, John Boyd Esqre,
Deputy Chairman, Henry Crabb Boulton and Charles Cutts Esqrs, three of
whom are a quorum.   All instructions, orders and directions this Committee
or the Committee for the time being shall at any time think proper to send
must be duly observed and complied with by each and every person or persons
to whom they are directed.

16.   The ships taken up and to be employed in the Company's service to
the several parts of India and China this season are as follows, viz.,

Ships                               Tons

Onslow                                499

Triton                                 499

Warwick                              499

Caernarvon                         499

Princess Augusta                499

Norfolk                               499

Duke of Richmond            499

Royal Duke                        499

Latham                               499

Lord Mansfield                   499

Falmouth                            499

Prince Edward                   499

[Neptune]                            499

[York]                                 499

Lord Anson                        499

Sandwich                            499

Commanders
T. Hinde
F. Harris

J. Delawar
Nt Huchinson
T. Baddison

B. Bonham
P. Godfrey

B. Pigou

J. Foot
A. Macleod
J. Dale
J. Haldane

J. Purling
P. Lascelles
E. Chick
A. Quick

Consignment
Coast & Bay
St. Helena &  China

IFort   St.   George   &
China

I   Bencoolen   &   China

St.  Helena  &  Coast
& Bay

Coast & Bay

- Bombay

17, We have also fitted out the Syren sloop, burthen about 100 tons, carry-
ing 26 men, whereof Thomas Warner hath the command and is intended for
an advice boat for the purpose, and she is accordingly now under dispatch.
When this service is performed the President and Council of Bombay have a
discretional power to employ or dispose of her in such manners as they shall
think most for the Company's interest.